
      Greetings from the library! Throughout the pandemic, Voorheesville
             Public Library leadership and staff worked diligently and creatively 

to meet your library needs as safely as possible. Often, that meant   
  providing services virtually, or by appointment, but it also created 

unprecedented opportunities to meet you outside the walls of the library.

So where did VPL venture this past year? We explored Thacher Park with you, encouraged family StoryWalks® at 
Wallace Park, and joined the community in meeting all sorts of critters during our summer Animal Meet & Greet 
program at the Cornell Cooperative Extension. We also roamed the streets of Voorheesville as Dennis Sullivan 
and Dennis Ulion led local history tours for scores of inquiring minds. 

The library is exploring exciting new ways to meet you outside! Visit us at the Voorheesville Farmer’s Market 
where we will showcase a different library service every other week. Come borrow our disc golf or pickleball kits, 
select seeds from our Seed Library to plant a garden, or borrow a bike and ride the Rail Trail.  Our community is 
bursting with natural resources and opportunities for recreation. Bring VPL along for the ride. 

In March, the Board of Trustees approved a strategic plan that outlines three areas of focus 
for the library -- facilities, communication, and programming (see page 3). Our 2022-23 budget was 
developed to support this plan. What does this mean for you? Expect to see new features 
inside the library very soon, including a new small group meeting/study room coming this summer. 
We will also explore new ways to promote our services and programs to the community.

Whether it’s inside or outside the library, we look forward to seeing you! 
Anyone up for a game of pickleball? 

Belinda Heckler, President, Board of Trustees              Sarah Clark, Director
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMSCOMMUNITY PROGRAMSCOMMUNITY PROGRAMS
BRINGING You a VARIETY OF CULTURE and LEARNING

Thanks to a generous donation from the Voorheesville Family
Bicycling Day, we now have bikes for people of all sizes to borrow. 
Each bike comes with a helmet and lock. Please call the library for 
availability and details. See you on the Rail Trail!

In 2021 we celebrated two fantastic accomplishments.
Gail Brown was named New York State Public Librarian of the Year and 
our Youth Services team won the UHLS Children’s Program of the Year 
for the Nursery Rhyme & Fairy Tale Adventure Drive Through Storytime! 

VPL around Voorheesville in 2021

Local history walk trivia, anyone? How well do you know your village? Get the answers to these trivia 
questions by joining us on a Local History Walk.

 1. Since its official charter in 1949, how many buildings has VPL occupied?
 2. In its heyday, how many hotels did Voorheesville have?
 3. During WWII, why were Voorheesville residents fearful of being bombed?

New items added to the Library of Things:
• Blu-ray player • DVD player • Laptop computers • Turntable & vinyl record collection 
• Bitty Babies and Truly Me Doll (American Girl) • Photo lightbox • Disc golf sets
• Multiple board games for all ages • New cake pans 
• 2 Adult and 3 youth bicycles

StoryWalk® and youth summer programs at Wallace Park • Elementary, Middle & High Schools • Voorheesville 
Community Preschool • Indian Ladder Farms • Ribbons with wishes at Nichols Park • Bird program at Thacher Park 

• Emma Treadwell Nature Center • Storytime & summer program at Greystone Stables 
• Animal Meet & Greet at Cornell Cooperative Extension • Altamont Fair 

• Local author program & hike at the Heldeberg Workshop 
• Local History Walks in the Village



Tax Rates                             2020-21               2022-23*
New Scotland                                  $1.21                    $1.23
Guilderland                                      $1.10                   $1.12
Berne                                                  $2.04                    $2.08

      ACTUAL               ESTIMATED

*Our community is growing, which means the cost of the library is shared among more taxpayers. The tax rate is estimated using last year’s tax 
base, and the actual tax rate is expected to be lower, due to this growth. The tax rate is estimated per every $1,000 for your home’s assessment.

FISCAL YEAR •  2022-2023FISCAL YEARFISCAL YEAR

Revenues                            2020-21             2022-23
Real Property Taxes          $1,174,316        $1,197,802
Library Charges                                 500                    2,000
Interest and Earnings                   2,200                       800
Donations                                      12,220                 12,220
Library System Grants                  3,50 0                  4,500
Reimbursement for Healthcare 2,500                  2,500
Total Revenues                 $1,195,236        $1,219,822

BUDGET             PROPOSED

Expenses                             2020-21            2022-23  
Books, Materials, 
E-Resources, and Software   $118,550            $124,550
Library Programs                          25,620                 25,100
Salaries                                          665,895               670,351
Employee Benefits                     216,275               201,950
Contractual Services                    51,646                 75,696
Memberships                                   1,150                    1,375
Postage                                               2,300                    2,000
Public Relations and Printing      5,000                   5,000
Office Equipment Rental              6,000                 4,500
Travel and Training                         6,000                   6,000
Supplies                                           11,300                 10,800
Building Repairs & Maint.           27,500                 29,500
Fuel and Electricity                       13,000                 14,500
Building Insurance                       13,500                 13,000
Telephone and Internet                8,500                    7,500
Equipment                                      23,000                 28,000 
Total                                         $1,195,236         $1,219,822

Library Budget 
& Trustee Vote

 Tuesday, May 17
In-person & via 
absentee ballot

by request

The 2022-2023 budget was approved by our Board of Trustees on March 21, 2022. 
The Library’s budget is under the tax cap by $20,123. 

The Friends of the Voorheesville Public Library 
fully funds our all-ages Summer Reading Program, 
provides books for our book discussions (free 
for kids), and pays for special events throughout 
the year. Their support allows us to offer and 
expand these important and popular services. 
Please consider becoming a Friend!

This increase includes grant expenses. With 
NYS Library Construction Aid, we are planning 
significant improvements to the vestibule, adult 
reading area, circulation desk, and children’s area.

Scan this QR code to read 
the Library’s 2021-2024 
Strategic Plan.

We’ve allocated for new content 
such as Kanopy and Creativebug.

The additional funds are for technology 
equipment and new library furniture.

https://voorheesvillelibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/VPL-Strategic-Plan-2021-2024.pdf
https://voorheesvillelibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/VPL-Strategic-Plan-2021-2024.pdf
https://voorheesvillelibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/VPL-Strategic-Plan-2021-2024.pdf


51 School Road
Voorheesville, NY 12186

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Albany NY
Permit No. 370

   Follow us on our social media channels:
Library Budget & Trustee Vote
  Tuesday, May 17, 2022
  2:00 - 9:00 pm at VCSD 

Visit our website:
 Voorpl.org

Oceans of Possibilities
Summer Adventure at the Voorheesville Public Library

The Voorheesville Public Library is excited to keep our community reading, learning and 
exploring with the Summer Adventure @ the Voorpl. Please visit our website to make an 
account to track reading progress beginning on June 1.  The READsquared software has sections
for preschoolers, children, teens and adults – so why not register yourself along with your children? 
There will be prize incentives to keep participants recording their progress through
our end date – Friday, August 12. 

  We’re planning a variety of summer activities for all ages in the library and out in the community too.   
    Check our online calendar for details and registration.

   Summer Kick-off: Jeff Boyer’s Bubble Trouble!
Wed., June 29 • 6:30 pm @ the First United Methodist Church 

  See the newest, funniest, zaniest spectacular from world-famous,
Guinness Book of World Records-holding, expert 
bubble wrangler Jeff Boyer, as he takes bubbles  
 to the max with big bubble flair!
   All ages - no registration required. 
   This program is made possible through the
    Stewart’s Shops Holiday Match Grant.

https://twitter.com/VoorheesvillePL
https://www.youtube.com/user/VoorheesvilleLibrary
https://www.facebook.com/voorheesvillelibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/voorheesvillepl/
https://voorheesvillelibrary.org/
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/v/vpl/ek.cfm?&CFID=46379352&CFTOKEN=1b98e141b187b5f1-99FE3659-D4AE-528A-535045888B443475

